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Sunday Worship 
 

Live stream with us for our 11 am services! 
 

October 7, 9 & 11 am  
“Sanctuary: The Heart of Beloved 
Community”      
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
What is sanctuary? What does sanctuary mean?  
Sanctuary is a political question but not just a 
partisan issue. And it is a spiritual question for us 
all.  The service will explore how the aspiration to 
be a place of refuge applies to each of us in our 
inner lives, in our religious community, as well as 
our undocumented neighbors. 
 

October 14, 9 & 11 am  
“The Crisis of Climate Change”   
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
As Unitarian Universalists, how can our faith inform 
our actions to remedy and mitigate climate 
change?  As part of the annual “climate in the 
pulpit” weekend, the service will engage with the 
climate change crisis, and what it means to be a 
green sanctuary. 
 

October 21, 9 & 11 am 
“Blessing of the Animals” 
Rev. Katie Romano Griffin & Tim Atkins 
When life becomes its most challenging, 
sometimes it is only our beloved animal friends 
that seem to offer comfort.  But how are we a 
sanctuary for them?  The Rev. Katie Romano Griffin 
and our Director of Lifespan Religious Education, 
Tim Atkins invite you to join us for this year’s 
Animal Blessing as we honor our furry, feathered, 
scaled and skinned loved ones and contemplate 
how we may be a sanctuary for them as well.   

Anyone wishing to have their pet as part of this 
year’s slideshow, please email a photo with title to 
mfarrar@cedarlane.org by October 10th.   
 
A small altar will be set up for hard copy photos 
that you can bring before the service and take 
home afterwards. 
 

 
October 28, 9 & 11 am  
“UN Sunday”    
Ambassador Keith Harper & Rev. Abhi 
Janamanchi 
On United Nations Sunday, we welcome 
Ambassador Keith Harper to our pulpit!   Under the 
Obama Administration, he served as the US 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva, 
Switzerland from 2014-17. He was the first Native 
American to ever receive the rank of US 
Ambassador.  Ambassador Harper is a citizen of the 
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, and as a lawyer he 
is known for focusing his practice on Native 
American affairs, litigation, and international 
clients from the private as well as the public sector.  
 
Ambassador Harper will reflect on the 70th 
anniversary of the UN Declaration of Human 
Rights, a milestone document, which underpins all 
international human rights law and inspires us to 
continue to work to ensure all people can gain 
freedom, equality, and dignity. 
 
 

mailto:mfarrar@cedarlane.org
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From the Senior Minister 
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, ajanamanchi@cedarlane.org  
 
Sanctuary is a beautiful word. Sanctuary derived 
from the Latin sanctum, sanctus, meaning sacred 
or holy. Sanctuary means a holy place, a place of 
refuge, safety, and renewal.  
 

We could all use sanctuary from time to time - 
places where we can take refuge from all the 
demands and distractions of life, holy places that 
revive our souls.  We could all use some sanctuary 
that might restore us to the point of doing less 
violence to one another, or at the very least restore 
us to the point of feeling some inner peace. If we 
are at peace within, we might do less violence and 
that alone might open the possibility for even 
greater sanctuary for others. Maybe we could heal 
the world if enough people had sanctuary.  
 

Given the pace at which we seem to be moving 
through our lives, we need to build the sanctuary 
we seek within ourselves.   We’ll need to build that 
sanctuary for ourselves. 
 

This can begin with a daily period of meditation 
and prayer or keeping a day of Sabbath. It could 
mean turning off the news and turning on music. 
Sometimes it may call for creating regular periods 
of silence where we work.  It can mean reassessing 
our lifestyle, moving toward simpler living. In time 
of difficulty or conflict, it may mean taking a 
breath, settling the heart, listening silently to our 
deepest intention.  
 

As Jack Kornfield says, “From moments of stillness, 
the most skillful way to love and serve becomes 
clear. By stopping to listen we connect with one 
another, and true community is born.” 
 

Sanctuary-building is a life-long practice. It’s a 
practice we come to after we let go of ego and 
expectation and assumption that the solution is 
outside ourselves. It comes when we learn to live 
life while doing our sanctuary-building in the 
background.  
 

I am reminded of Nelson Mandela who emerged 
from decades of imprisonment with an intact spirit 
to lead his country. I believe that was possible 
because he found sanctuary and the sanctuary he 
found was deep within himself. When he was 
physically deprived or tormented, he went into 
that sanctuary within himself that protected him 
from the spirit-breaking isolation and emotional 
torture that comes from long-term imprisonment.  
 

Sometimes it may be easier to turn to our 
community for sanctuary. We might expect we’ll 
find the sanctuary we seek within a religious 
community such as Cedar Lane, a place of healing 
and renewal for the bruised and tired.  
So, Go. Seek.  Find. Strengthen your sanctuary. 
Claim what is yours. Keep it close. Use liberally and 
re-apply as needed. In fact, use your sanctuary as 
you ride the metro, take the kids to school, or try 
to get stuff done at home or at work amid many 
interruptions. 
 

That sanctuary is right there, inside yourself. Yours 
for the claiming. 
 

May you be the sanctuary you seek.  May it bless 
the world. 
 
Namaste. 
Abhi 
 

From the Intern Minister 
 

Christin Green, cgreen@cedarlane.org  
 
“Where I’m From” - Christin Green, 2017 
 

I am from cold hands, from Coca Cola and 
Handiwipes. 

I am from a neat line of White Pines and a pair of 
peach trees in alternating harvests. 

I am from the bitter tasting crab apples and the 
subtle sweetness of honeysuckle. 

I am from sleeping beside the tree on Christmas 
Eve and naturally dark hair, from Cynthia and 
Bay, Esther, Jo, and Mabel. 

mailto:ajanamanchi@cedarlane.org
mailto:cgreen@cedarlane.org
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I am from the greeting cards for every occasion and 
hysterical laughter during charades. 

From "Always do your best!" and "Early is on time!" 
I am from the kind of church in the Bible Belt that 

was picketed for believing that Love is Love. We 
kept singing while they snarled and held their 
ugly signs. 

I'm from The Alamo, according to the picture on 
the big road atlas that filled my lap on car trips, 
from casserole, and blackberry pie. 

From the green glass cradle purchased in an 
antique store before I was even born, from the 
unexpected phone call asking for help, and 
from the answer, “We can take the baby.” 

I am from memory books and picture frames that 
have been packed and repacked to cross many 
state lines again and again. And I will pack them 
again to go along with me to where I will be 
from. 

 

Complete your own “Where I’m From” poem here: 
http://bit.ly/2DyHEmS  
 

Good vibes, 
Christin Green 
 

From Director of Music 
Dr. Henry Sgrecci, music@cedarlane.org  
 

The nights are becoming cooler, the tropical storms 
are in force and the leaves will soon begin to 
display their magnificent colors.  Yes, fall is in the 
air and it’s the beginning of a new church year.  
Folks often ask me if I get a vacation during the 
summer.  The answer is, not really.  Services 
continue through the summer and someone has to 
plan the music and find the musicians.  I enjoy July 
because we see and hear some new voices in the 
Summer Choir.  August poses the challenge of 
finding appropriate music and matching the singers 
or instrumentalists.  I’ve quite enjoyed playing my 
trumpet with Todd Baldwin, a former colleague 
from The Army Band.  It’s three summers in a row 
that Todd and his trombone have joined Jasmin Lee 
and I for an August service.  
 

Summer is also a time when I assess our music 
repertoire and look ahead to what we might be 
singing, or ringing in the upcoming year.  The 
annual UUMN conference, which occurs at the end 
of July (this year, the first week of August) provides 
a wonderful opportunity to peruse and sing new 
music of varying difficulty.  Of course I come away 
with a huge list of selections that I would love to 
introduce to our musicians, as well as the 
congregation.  But I usually wait for a while to 
assess the Soul Matters themes and the ministers’ 
intentions for the church year before purchasing.  
My goal is to be a good steward of our budget, 
purchasing music that addresses a particular 
theme, but that can be sung for more than one 
occasion. 
 

I’m pleased that we’re adding more hymn songs to 
the congregation’s repertoire that can be sung 
from memory.  I’ll tell you, for this song-leader 
there is nothing more satisfying than looking out 
over a sea of humanity just moving, grooving, and 
singing out with gusto.  Keep it up, Cedar Lane - 
you are a singing congregation! 
 

Speaking of singers, we’ve added three women to 
the Choir this fall.  But I keep wondering where all 
the men have gone.  Have you noticed that our 
choir is exceptionally top heavy, as in sopranos and 
altos?  We even have women singing the tenor 
parts.  You know guys, in the new millennium it’s 
actually considered cool to sing – kind of like men 
crying.  It’s OK!  Let me know when you’d like to 
come up to the Loft and try us out.  We’ve got 
plenty of chairs – we can even put your name on 
one. 
 

Jenny Crane’s work with the Children’s Choir is off 
to a great start.  Keep those little ones coming!  
We’ll hear them sing for the first time in the 
October 7 service.  We‘ve added a new ringer to 
our bell choirs and there is certainly room for 
more.  If you think about it ringing bells is a great 
way to revive those instrumental skills that you 
painstakingly learned in high school.  Plus, ringing is 
fun and the people are fantastic.   
 

http://bit.ly/2DyHEmS
mailto:music@cedarlane.org
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Concerts at Cedar Lane has launched its schedule 
for the year.  Check it out on the website or pick up 
a brochure on the rack.   
 
That’s it for now.  Let the music live! 
Henry Sgrecci     
 

Newcomer Class 
 

Cedar Lane 101 
First Sundays, Oct – June, 10:15 am, Library 
An intro class for those who would like to learn 
more about Unitarian Universalism and the Cedar 
Lane spiritual community. We’ll briefly talk about 
the historical roots of Unitarian Universalism, and 
give an overview of pathways to membership. All 
are welcome!  Light refreshments provided. We’ll 
meet in the Library after the 9 am worship service 
on Sunday, October 7. All are welcome! 
 

Diwali 
 

 

The Spirit Experience presents Diwali  
Saturday, Nov 17, 4 pm, Sanctuary 
Join us for a soulful, lively, and engaging Spirit 
Experience to celebrate the Hindu festival of 
Diwali! In these troubled and troubling times, let us 
commit to all that is life-affirming, and recommit to 
living lives of compassion, hope, love, and service. 
 

 
 

 
Trunk or Treat & Concert 
Friday, Oct 26, 6 - 9 pm 
Join us for our 2nd annual Trunk or Treat! We'll 
meet in the lower level parking lot starting at 6 pm. 
Bring the family in your costumes for some pre-
Halloween fun! There will also be a Halloween-
themed concert at 7:30 pm which will feature 
musicians from the congregation and organ music. 
We need congregants to decorate cars! Decorate 
the trunks of your cars/trucks/vehicles with some 
kind of fun theme and bring candy to hand out!  
 

Behind the Scenes of the 
Auction 
Kathie Bryant, Auction Team Chair 
 

 
I would love to regale you with wonderful and 
funny stories about planning and executing our 
signature annual fundraiser, whose team I’ve had 
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the great pleasure of chairing for the past six 
auctions. But we’re a serious bunch who work hard 
to put on a smashing evening of fun and 
fundraising for our Cedar Lane family and friends. 
 
The annual auction features both silent and live 
auctions, delicious homemade food, wine and 
beer, and free childcare in the Chalice House for 
the younger set. And the cost is only $20 to attend!  
Check out www.cedarlane.org/event/auction for 
details about this year's Auction on November 10. 
 
The auction has been running since the early 
1990s, and the last seven events have collectively 
raised approximately $280,000. 
 
Who is Involved? 
Each year approximately 75 volunteers work in 
various capacities to make this joyous 
demonstration of generosity part of our church. 
 
The Team: 
Fifteen to twenty of us are in charge of procuring 
donations from businesses and members, selling 
tickets, recruiting volunteers, buying and serving 
wine and beer, coordinating donated edibles, 
decorating our space, accepting and displaying 
donations, checking guests in and out, distributing 
winnings, entering data into our auction software, 
publicizing the event, creating Power Point 
presentations, photographing it all, transitioning 
between silent and live auctions, and providing 
childcare. And as I write this I’m wondering if I’ve 
left anyone out – a comment on the size of this 
endeavor. 
 
The Majority of the Volunteers: 
Another 60 church members and friends spend 
anywhere from half an hour to several hours 
before and during the auction to keep everything 
running smoothly. Team members are in the 
Lounge each Sunday, enticing old and new 
members and friends to lend a hand in any way 
that works for them. 
 
 

Why get Involved? 
If you like a good party, this is the place to be. If 
you’re new and want to meet other members, this 
is the place to be. When I hear someone say that 
they don’t know how to connect, I know how they 
can connect. Attending the auction is great, but 
working on the auction next to others who have 
been around for a while is the best. Check out the 
list of tasks above, and think about your skills and 
interests and then contact Kathie Bryant at 
kebryant320@gmail.com or Lisa Chernikoff at 
lisa.chernikoff33@gmail.com to see where you fit. 
 
My One (slightly) Amusing Story. How I got 
Involved. 
Some years back, I had come off the Board of 
Trustees and followed up on the Nominating 
Committee. We were tasked that year with finding 
a new chair for the auction team. We looked high 
and low, and no one was willing to step up. I finally 
said, “I’ll do it if Ms. B will co-chair.” Well, she was 
involved in too many other church activities plus 
work and couldn’t. As I wiped my brow, thinking I 
had escaped that one, they assured me that Kate 
Harrison, who had co-chaired the year before, 
would co-chair again. Oh dear. 
 
Well, 2018 is my seventh auction, and I am here to 
tell you that with this auction team, anything is 
possible, including two full auctions in one year 
when we transitioned from the spring to the fall. 
And that’s what I say to people who are in awe of 
the tremendous amount of work. I don’t do it all; I 
just hold the reins and make sure we all pull 
together. It’s a very rewarding job. 
 
So, join us on November 10, from 6 to 9:30 pm for 
this year’s Auction!  Check www.cedarlane.org for 
details about how you can volunteer, and 
when/where to buy tickets to attend! 
 
 
 

http://www.cedarlane.org/event/auction
mailto:kebryant320@gmail.com
mailto:lisa.chernikoff33@gmail.com
http://www.cedarlane.org/
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What is the Alliance, 
Anyway? 
Sue Woodruff, Alliance President 
 

 
If you asked the average Cedar Lane member: 
What is the Alliance?  Many at the church might 
have some difficulty answering. Some might say: 
“Isn’t it that group of retirees with space on the 
bulletin board?” Most folks in the church know 
very little about what the Alliance is, what it does, 
and its significant history here at Cedar Lane. 
 

It might surprise you to know… 
Cedar Lane UU Church is a daughter of All Souls UU 
Church in D.C. It was created in response to the 
overcrowding at the downtown church in 1951.  
Our church was originally established as the 
Unitarian Church of Montgomery County and it 
met at the Chevy Chase Women’s Club from 1951 
to 1958. The Alliance was founded in 1953.  One of 
the first tasks was offering a coffee hour under the 
direction of Millie Mader. She is Cedar Lane’s only 
surviving charter member from that time.  
 
Before many of the standing committees we have 
today, it was the Alliance that was the work horse 
behind most of the church events. It offered teas, 
luncheons and dinners.  It organized classes and 
seminars, and for many years hosted the Great 
Decisions program on international policy.  Alliance 

members adopted a ward at Springfield State 
psychiatric Hospital and visited it monthly with 
treats and music. The Alliance started the White 
Elephant sale, today’s rummage sale, which filled 
the church with clothing, linens and furniture in 
good condition. These items were offered at rock 
bottom prices enabling needy families to clothe 
their children reasonably. 
 

Purpose of Today’s Alliance 
The demographics of today’s Alliance have changed 
markedly from those early days. It was traditionally 
made up of mostly young stay at home moms. 
With more women in the workforce, fewer 
volunteers were available for the many activities 
done by the Alliance.  So the Alliance has evolved 
as many things in the church have as well. 
 
The purpose of today’s Alliance, as stated in its 
current by-laws, is that “women and men get to 
know one another and find valued companionship 
and mutual support, and where they may 
participate in useful cultural, charitable and 
community programs that promote the application 
of Unitarian Universalist principles in the individual 
and in community life.”  
 
The Alliance is unique. It is a small community 
within the greater Cedar Lane Church Community. 
Members are life-long learners who have become 
friends through their participation in Alliance 
activities and by connecting in a variety of ways. 
 
We spend time getting to know each other better 
and enjoying a variety of activities. 
Monthly we gather together at a potluck lunch 
buffet. Every luncheon has a speaker who presents 
a program with topics relevant to Cedar Lane 
members. Our luncheon speaker programs run the 
gamut in topics. Our wide variety of presentations 
have included areas in science, denominational 
affairs, current political issues, musical 
performances, the environment, art, history, and 
much more. We celebrate milestones of members 
together, and we try to reach out to members who 
are homebound. 
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In addition to the luncheons, some members enjoy 
each other at other Alliance supported activities. 
We have a Tuesday bridge group, a marathon 
bridge group which meets in the evenings, and a 
book club that meets the first Friday of every 
month. 
 
We welcome new members who want to share in 
any of these activities. 
We volunteer together to support the church. 
Alliance volunteers provide support to church 
member families experiencing a death by doing the 
memorial receptions after memorial services here. 
We create a warm welcoming space and serve light 
food and drink so grieving families and friends can 
gather and connect after the service. We are 
always looking for people to join us in doing the 
memorial receptions.  
 
We raise money to donate to causes we value as 
Unitarian Universalists. 
Alliance volunteers raise money through book 
sales, jewelry sales, yearly dues, modest bridge 
fees, and monthly contributions from members. 
We donate the money raised to a variety of Social 
Justice programs. Last year, our social Justice 
recipients included: direct relief to help Puerto Rico 
recover, Interfaith Works Women’s shelter, A 
Wider Circle, Beacon House, Action in 
Montgomery, and the Nature Conservancy. In 
addition to these, we donate annually directly to 
the church’s operating fund, to the Cedar Lane 
Auction, and to the minister’s discretionary fund.  
Some money also goes to sponsor a foster child 
through Save the Children. 
 

How can you join us? 
Being retired is not mandatory to joining the 
Alliance. However, it helps.  Many of our activities 
happen during the day. We invite everyone who 
can, to join us the second Thursday of every month 
for our pot luck luncheon and program. However, if 
you can’t, you might enjoy joining us to do 
memorial receptions, fundraise for worthy causes, 
or enjoy some Marathon Bridge.  These activities 
happen on weekends or in the evening, and your 

participation is welcome. If you might be interested 
in being a part of the Alliance, contact Alliance 
President Sue Woodruff at suewdrff@aol.com. 
 
View upcoming Alliance events on our Small 
Groups page: www.cedarlane.org/small-groups.  
 

Checking in with the AV 
Team  
Michael Morse, AVTeam@cedarlane.org 
 

 
Photo: Michael Morse (L) and Rick Lohmeyer (R) 
working the AV sound booth during a Sunday 
worship service. 
 
Working on the A/V (Audio/Visual) Team is a 
“behind the scenes” job, but it’s a big one. As you 
know, Cedar Lane is a very busy place. Our team of 
eight members handle the sound and video 
requirements for all the Sunday and holiday 
services plus about 45 other events every year, 
including memorial services, concerts, the Alliance 
presentations, and many special events including 
the evening forums, lectures, Spirit Experiences, 
weddings, bar mitzvahs, Jewish services and 
meetings (both church-related and not). At times 
we provide sound systems and expertise for events 
off-campus. 
 
For every event our mantra is, “Every person hears 
every word.” To this end we employ professional 

mailto:suewdrff@aol.com
http://www.cedarlane.org/small-groups
mailto:AVTeam@cedarlane.org
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sound systems in the sanctuary, the Chapel and the 
Chalice House. We have two assisted listening 
systems (ALS) in the sanctuary, one FM-based with 
headsets provided and one “Loop” system which 
interacts with hearing aids that include telecoil (“T-
coil”) devices. The Sanctuary sound system 
includes speakers in the Library, the office hall and 
the Lounge for those who cannot be in the 
sanctuary for an event. 
 
On the video side, we manage several systems. 
Foremost are our cameras and broadcast system 
that allow us to live-stream services and special 
events. We provide large TV monitors in the choir 
loft for choir members and event attendees with 
obstructed sight lines. For overflow crowds for 
sanctuary events, we can provide TV coverage in 
the Library and the Chapel. We have stand-alone 
cameras that we use to video record events, 
interviews, and promotional video. 
 
If you like to work behind the scenes and you like 
cool technology and helping people, please 
consider volunteering for the A/V Team. If you can 
hook up a home stereo system or TV you can 
handle our systems. Time requirements aren’t too 
bad. Each Sunday, two team members serve for 
both services (when there are two services), so it’s 
usually only once a month and we can work around 
your schedule. You can volunteer for special events 
and you may find memorial services to be a 
particularly satisfying way to serve. There are no 
regularly scheduled team meetings. In addition to 
working with a great group of friendly, dedicated 
and resourceful people, you’ll know you played an 
essential role in many of the church’s activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rabbi Jack Moline 
 

 

Speak Up, Speak Out, Speak Wisely – 
Vote! 
Sunday, Oct 28, 7 pm, Sanctuary 
 
In the final days before you head to the polls, how 
can you best use your voice without descending 
into incivility and extreme partisanship? Rabbi Jack 
Moline, president of Interfaith Alliance, the only 
national interfaith organization dedicated to 
protecting religion and democracy, will speak on 
Sunday, Oct 28 at 7 pm about how the Cedar Lane 
community can not only speak out but also speak 
wisely to encourage civic engagement and what 
questions to ask your candidates before you vote. 
Rabbi Moline’s remarks will be followed by a time 
for questions and answers.  
 
An advocate of interfaith cooperation and equal 
access to the public square, Rabbi Moline is a 
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leading voice in the effort to protect religious 
freedom for all Americans, regardless of their faith 
or belief system. He is the rabbi emeritus of Agudas 
Achim Congregation in Alexandria, VA, where he 
served for 27 years. He is an adjunct faculty 
member of the Jewish Theological Seminary and 
the Virginia Theological Seminary, educating future 
leaders in the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faith 
communities. 
 

Reflections on Immigrant 
Justice: Advocacy Corps  
Michael Thoryn, Cedar Lane Member 
 
In May, the Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice 
(UUSJ) Advocacy Corps visited a number of 
Congressional offices to encourage signatures on a 
letter to House Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin. 
The issue was protecting Dreamers (undocumented 
immigrants who were brought to the United States 
as children). Known as DACA (Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals) recipients, these young people 
have grown up in this country and have illegal 
status through no fault of their own. 
 
But there is hope for these Dreamers, estimated to 
be 700,000 to 3 million. One of these hopes was in 
the form of a petition circulated by moderate 
Republicans to force a vote on granting DACA 
recipients citizenship. The petition needed only 5 
more Republican votes, including Speaker Ryan's. 
 
My group (from UUSJ) visited several House 
congressional offices.  Usually we walk in and talk 
to the person at the front desk. Usually we say, 
something like: 
 
“Hello, my name is Michael Thoryn and I’m here 
with several members of the Unitarian 
Universalists for Social Justice. We don’t have an 
appointment, but we would like to speak to the 
person who works on immigration issues to briefly 
discuss protecting DREAMERS. And we have some 

letters to deliver from his/her constituents on the 
issue.” 
 
We often explain, as best we can, what is a 
Unitarian Universalist. UUSJ has been lobbying 
since February 2017 and I started the following 
month. I can testify that since then more people do 
know who we are. When we have an appointment, 
set up by UUSJ staff, we are escorted to a 
conference room for a 10-20 minute sit-down 
meeting. 
 
On a recent visit, we go to Room 1233 in the 
Longworth House Office Building, the Speaker’s 
office. The sign on the Speaker Ryan’s door read: 
“Only scheduled appointments will be admitted.” 
 
We knocked and a big guy leaned out while firmly 
holding the side of the thick wooden door. His 
body was positioned to make sure we didn’t walk, 
unbidden, into the entry room. 
 
“What can I do for you?” he asked. We weren’t 
getting in, that was clear, but he would accept 
what we wanted to give him. We handed him 
letters from UU constituents in Ryan’s district 
prepared through the UUSJ’s Write Here! Write 
Now! tool kit for letter-writing campaigns, and a 
copy of the “Request for a Vote” letter circulating 
to Republican House members. 
 
People who know me know I’m rarely at a loss for 
words. I said, before the door closed, “These are 
important times. You may want to remember what 
is going on. You should keep a journal or take notes 
on what you are experiencing.” 
 
He looked at us and said, seriously and quietly, “I 
don’t want to remember." 
 
During my year and a half as a volunteer lobbyist 
I’ve talked to many senior staff people as well as a 
few senators and representatives. We lobby in 
support of specific bills but there is a larger 
message. 
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I try to convince everyone I meet: 

 Remember that immigrants, poor people, 
and the environment need protecting. 

 Understand that the needs of immigrants 
and poor people are just as worthy, if not 
more worthy, than the needs of wealthy 
campaign donors and professional 
lobbyists, to whom the doors seem to be 
always open and the welcome mat always 
spread. 

 Speaker Ryan blocked the vote and the 
DACA children are still in nerve-wracking 
limbo today. 

 
Have I been successful? Has this mild-mannered 
retiree changed the world? I fear not, but maybe, 
possibly I or another corps member will change a 
mind, change a vote, and clear a small path to a 
more just world. 
 
I'm trying and it's good to try. If you want to find 
out more about the UUSJ Advocacy Corps, please 
see this link: http://bit.ly/2xYIvY6. 
 

Environmental Justice 
 

 

Ethical Eating Potluck 
2nd Wednesdays, Oct - June, in the Lounge 
All are welcome to this community-style plant-
based potluck! Start time TBA shortly.  We'll eat 
and join in fellowship, enjoy centering readings 
from Thich Nhat Hanh’s How to Eat, create and 
share a compilation of recipes, and chat about 
resources/tips around how to afford and prepare 
plant-based meals - and why it's important! Please 

bring a dish to share with 6-8.  Questions?  Please 
contact Karen Kuehl at karen.s.kuehl@gmail.com.  
 

Racial Justice 
 

 

Native Americans of Maryland: 
Yesterday, Today, & Tomorrow 
Sunday, Oct 7, 12:30 - 2:30 pm, Chalice House  
Commissioners Claude Bowen and Rico Newman 
will be the guests of the POCI (People of Color and 
Indigenous) group at their Speak Out! Luncheon & 
Talk. All, not just POCI, are welcome to attend. 
 

Commissioner Bowen has a special interest in 
archaeology and has been President of the 
Archaeological Society of Maryland. Commissioner 
Newman is Chair of the Maryland Indian Tourism 
Association and a tribal/historian/researcher. He is 
a traditional beader and finger weaver. Items of his 
are on display at the National Museum of the 
American Indian. Native American Crafts will also 
be on display, and some items will be for sale. We 
hope to see you there! Questions?  Please contact 
Ai-Ling Louie at ailing.louie@gmail.com.  
 

 
 

The Cedar Lane Newsletter is published monthly. 
The next deadline is Wednesday, October 25 at noon. 

Please submit to sdavidson@cedarlane.org. 
Editor:  Frances Pflieger

http://bit.ly/2xYIvY6
mailto:karen.s.kuehl@gmail.com
mailto:ailing.louie@gmail.com
mailto:sdavidson@cedarlane.org


  

 

CEDAR LANE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH    

9601 CEDAR LANE, BETHESDA, MD 20814-4099    

301-493-8300 / fax:  301-897-5713    

office@cedarlane.org        

www.cedarlane.org 

     

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

________________________________________ 

The Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, Senior Minister 

The Rev. Katie Romano Griffin, Assistant Minister 

Tim Atkins, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

The Rev. Archene Turner, Affiliated Community Minister 

Christin Green, Intern Minister 

The Rev. Kenneth Torquil MacLean, Minister Emeritus 

Dr. Henry Sgrecci, Director of Music 

Gail Riley, President, Board of Trustees 

Jen Morley, Executive Director    
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